
MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORTH BRANCH IN THE 

COUNTY OF CHISAGO AND IN THE STATE OF 
MINNESOTA 

 
REGULAR SESSION 

 
January 12, 2016 

 
CALL TO ORDER: The North Branch City Council met in regular session and Mayor 
Hagen-Kennedy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers present were Kathy Blomquist, Theresa Furman, Kirsten 
Hagen-Kennedy, Joyce Borchardt, and Robert Canada.  Staff members present were 
City Administrator Konrad, Police Chief Meyer, Fire Chief Grote and City Attorney 
Helmers. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:          
Peter Schaps asked that he be appointed to the North Branch EDA as he is the only 
one that applied properly for the position.  He then outlined his position in the matter 
and asked for appointment. 
 
The resident at 38050 Lincoln Trail thanked Councilmember Furman for her work to 
stabilize the local power company. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

 Claims 
 Pay Request – 2015 Maintenance Project 
 Accept Kocurek Resignation & Hiring Resolution No. 007-01-12-16 – Liquor 

Store Clerks Goetz, Konrad and McCay 
 Resolution No.005-01-12-16 – St. Gregory’s Exempt Gambling Permit 
 TimeSaver’s Contract Update 
 Authorize Closed Session for Union Negotiations Discussion 
 Authorization to Advertise – Police Officer 
 Resolution No. 006-01-12-16 – Squad Car Purchase 
 Transient  Merchant License – TAK 
 Resolution No. 002-01-12-16 – 2016 Signature Authorizations 
 Resolution No. 001-01-12-16 – Accepting 2015 Donations 
 Non-Bargaining Liquor Store & Contract Employee 2016 Wage Increases 
 Minutes – November 1, 2015 Work Session 
 Minutes – November 10, 2015 Regular Session 
 Minutes – November 19, 2015 Work Session 
 Minutes – November 24, 2015 Regular Session 
 Minutes – December 3, 2015 Budget Hearing 

 
Motion by Blomquist, seconded by Canada to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented.  All voted AYE.  Motion carried.    
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PUBLIC HEARINGS:         NONE 
    
COMMITTEE/COMMISSIONS:         
 7A PLANNING COMMISSION       

i. Meeting Update 
Furman provided a meeting update for Council. 
 

 7B ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY  
i. Meeting Update    

   
 7C PARK COMMISSION 

i. Minutes  
        

7D WATER AND LIGHT COMMISSION 
i. Meeting Update 

Furman provided a meeting update for Council. 
 

ii. Minutes 
  

STAFF REPORTS:    
8A ENGINEERING/PUBLIC WORKS       
 
8B ADMINISTRATION        

i. Service Appointments 
Konrad outlined the proposed service appointments for 2016. 
 
Motion by Blomquist, seconded by Hagen-Kennedy, to approve 
Resolution No. 003-01-12-16 , “A RESOLUTION APPOINTING 
ANNUAL SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF NORTH BRANCH FOR 
2016” with the ECM Post Review as the newspaper.  
 
Hagen-Kennedy said that she supports the Post Review because 
they concentrate a lot on the North Branch area and having an 
office here in town is important, in her opinion. 
 
Borchardt said she would like to see language in the Resolution 
that the engineer is a temporary appointment as that item is coming 
back for review at an upcoming work session.   
 
Hagen-Kenendy indicated that the appointments can be revisited at 
any time for any reason. 
 
Canada asked about the sample information provided.  Konrad 
explained she had provided a sample public hearing notice and 
asked the newspapers what it would cost to publish the sample 
notice as a way of providing a comparison for review. 
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After discussion, Ayes – 2, Nays – 3.  Motion failed. 
 
Motion by Furman, seconded by Canada, to approve Resolution 
No. 003-01-12-16 , “A RESOLUTION APPOINTING ANNUAL 
SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF NORTH BRANCH FOR 2016” with 
the Isanti Chisago Star as the designated newspaper.  Members 
voted:  Ayes – 3, Nays – 2 (Blomquist/Hagen-Kennedy).  Motion 
carried. 
 
After review, the City Attorney indicated that he does not believe 
that there needs to be a unanimous vote to designate the 
newspaper. 
  

8C BUILDING          
i. Activity Report       INFO 

 
 8D FINANCE          

i. Financial Report       INFO 
 

8E LEGAL         NONE 
  
8F PUBLIC SAFETY         

i. Fire Department 2015 Calls & 2016 Officer Appointment 
Fire Chief Grote provided an overview of 2015 calls for service. 
 
Fire Chief Grote provided the list of recommended officers for 2016. 
 
Motion by Borchardt, seconded by Canada, to approve the 2016 
Fire Department Officer Appointments: Chief Grote, 1st Asst. Chief 
Blodgettt, 2nd Asst. Chief M. Koolmo, Safety Hult, Training Holmes, 
Chief Engineer Biederman, Asst. Engineer Olson, Public Education 
Orf and Secretary VanDyke.  All voted AYE.  Motion carried. 
 

ii. 2015 Police Department Activity Report 
Police Chief Meyer provided an overview of 2015 calls for service.   
 

iii. Police Department Policy Update 
Police Chief Meyer provided an update on the policy changes 
made. 
 
Motion by Canada, seconded by Blomquist, to approve the Police 
Department Policy as stated.  All voted AYE.  Motion carried. 
 

8G OTHER          
 
NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS:       NONE 



City Council Minutes 
January 12, 2016 
Page 4 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:         NONE  
 
NEW BUSINESS:          NONE 

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL: 

a. Upcoming Agendas        INFO 
 

b. Council Training Summary 
Borchardt said that there were articles in the local newspapers about training.  
Borchardt would like to have an official statement that she can take back 
regarding the touch training received.  Konrad said there was no training on 
touching.  Borchardt read the summaries from the newspaper regarding the 
training.  Konrad indicated that she would check with the trainer for 
clarification.   
 

c. Committee Appointments 
Konrad noted that this was discussed at the last December work session but 
the discussion was not completed. 
 
Motion by Borchardt, seconded by Furman, to formally review all 
appointments individually and divide this complex question into 16 parts. 
 
Hagen-Kennedy said she has completed her first year as Mayor and 26 years 
of precedence has been set aside. 
 
Members voted:  Ayes – 3, Nays – 2 (Hagen-Kennedy/Blomquist).  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Borchardt, seconded by Furman, to appoint Canada as Acting 
Mayor.  All voted AYE.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Borchardt, seconded by Canada, to appoint Canada as Audit 
Liaison.  All voted AYE.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Borchardt, seconded by Canada, to appoint Blomquist to the Cable 
TV Board.  All voted AYE.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Furman, seconded by Borchardt, to appoint Canada to the 
Community Education Board.  All voted AYE.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Furman, to table appointment to the EDA.  Motion died for lack of a 
second. 
 
Hagen-Kennedy reviewed the City Attorney opinion on who serves on the 
EDA until someone is appointed. 
 



City Council Minutes 
January 12, 2016 
Page 5 
 

The City Attorney explained that the language of the enabling resolution and 
City Code are not the same and that the enabling resolution should be 
followed which state that Council representatives EDA terms coincide with 
their term on Council.  He then explained that this is not a settled and clear 
area of law so there are a number of issues to look at and outlined them.  City 
Attorney indicated he would recommend to follow the enabling resolution 
going forward.  One concern he would have is a violation of state statute by 
removing someone from the EDA as a hearing process should be made 
available.  After being asked by Borchardt, the City Attorney agreed that 
Borchardt was removed from the EDA and should not have been last January 
but a new appointment was approved by Council.   
 
Furman would like a special council meeting this Friday to consider amending 
the ordinance in regard to the December 8 meeting.  Hagen-Kennedy 
indicated that she is surprised because this is not on the Agenda. 
 
The Mayor indicated that she would like to follow the advice of the City 
Attorney and follow the EDA enabling resolution. 
 
Motion by Furman, seconded Canada, to appoint Hagen-Kennedy and 
Blomquist to the Executive Committee.  All voted AYE.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Blomquist, seconded by Hagen-Kennedy, to appoint Borchardt and 
Furman to the Personnel Committee.  All voted AYE.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Canada, seconded by Hagen-Kennedy, to appoint Canada to 
public safety.  Ayes – 4, Nays – 1 (Blomquist).  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Borchardt, seconded by Hagen-Kennedy, to appoint Blomquist to 
the Rush Line Task Force.  All voted AYE.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Borchardt, seconded by Canada to appoint Furman to Water & 
Light Commission.   
 
Blomquist said that she has concerns with continuing to appoint people to 
Water & Light who are on well and septic because they are not customers.  
Blomquist continued to state that she feels that Furman’s statements that she 
feels users should be treated differently. 
 
Canada asked for caution with statements being made about 
Councilmembers. 
 
Borchardt commented that the bond rating has stabilized so that is a positive 
thing for Water & Light. 
 
Blomquist noted that Furman suggested the City take over the water and the 
finance director thought that was financially detrimental. 
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Borchardt objected to the fact that Blomquist was allowed to comment and 
she was not. 
 
Hagen-Kennedy called for a recess. 
 
Council reconvened at 8:28 p.m. 
 
Borchardt said that some of the last comments that were made were not truly 
accurate and asked to call the question. 
 
After discussion, Ayes – 3, Nays – 2 (Blomquist/Hagen-Kennedy).  Motion 
carried. 
 
Motion by Furman, seconded by Canada, to appoint Blomquist to the Parks, 
Trails and Open Space Commission.  All voted AYE.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Borchardt, seconded by Canada, to appoint Furman as the Liaison 
to the Planning Commission.  All voted AYE.  Motion carried.     
 
Motion by Furman, seconded by Canada, to appoint the Mayor as the Liaison 
to the ECRDC.  All voted AYE.  Motion carried. 
 
Blomquist asked whether there would be more meetings of the Transportation 
Committee.  Konrad indicated there are no other meetings set but it may be 
necessary to hold one at some point during the year. 
 
Motion by Blomquist, seconded by Furman, to appoint Blomquist and 
Borchardt to the Transportation Committee.  All voted AYE.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Hagen-Kennedy, seconded by Canada, to appoint Borchardt to the 
Heartland Express.  All voted AYE.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Furman, seconded by Canada, to approve Resolution No. 004-01-
12-16, “A RESOLUTION APPOINTING COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES/ 
LIAISON TO COUNCIL COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS FOR THE CITY 
OF NORTH BRANCH FOR 2016.” Members voted:  Ayes – 4, Nays – 1 
(Borchardt).  Motion carried. 
 
Furman said that the Attorney indicated the city code is second to the 
enabling resolution and she is wondering if that is similar with planning with 
the comprehensive plan and zoning ordinance.  The City Attorney explained 
why the EDA situation is the way it is. 
 

d. Hagen-Kennedy – Administrator Review Recap 
Hagen-Kennedy read for the record the Administrator’s review recap.   
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Motion by Canada, seconded by Hagen-Kennedy, to approve the salary 
increase for the City Administrator of 2% plus COLA.  All voted AYE.  Motion 
carried. 
 

e. Blomquist – Rush Line Corridor Update 
Blomquist provided an update on the Rush Line Corridor. 
 

f. Borchardt – TAC Minutes 
Borchardt provided an update on the TAC meeting. 
 

g. Furman – Goal Setting 
Furman said she had asked Council to bring calendars to start working on 
setting a goal session.  Konrad noted the next work session available would 
be February 18.  Hagen-Kennedy would like to start on February 18.  Council 
agreed. 
 

h. Blomquist – City Facebook Update 
Blomquist thanked staff for putting the information out on the Facebook page.  
Blomquist provided an update for Council on the Facebook page success. 
 

i. Blomquist – Call for Hearing – Removal of EDA Commissioner 
Blomquist noted that there is an attendance requirement and she has noticed 
that Commissioner Sinn has been missing a lot of meetings.  Blomquist would 
like to request a hearing on the absences.  Blomquist said that there is 
information on excused or unexcused absence information in the policy.  
Konrad reviewed the code regarding attendance and noted that anytime they 
call in with a valid reason that does not count toward the three successive 
meetings or 30%.  Blomquist would like to look at this and maybe think about 
amending attendance requirements.  Konrad said the section of the Code is 
not statutory it is the City’s Code so unless that section is amended then that 
is what needs to be followed.  Hagen-Kennedy asked Blomquist to reconsider 
the hearing request and agree to add this to a work session for discussion.  
Blomquist said that she thinks the policy could be fine-tuned a bit and 
suggested a leave of absence be added to the language.  Furman asked if 
Blomquist discussed this with Sinn if this is a concern and did Staff notify all 
the Commissioners that this was adopted recently.  Konrad noted that this 
has been in the Code since 1996.  Furman asked if Blomquist contacted Sinn.  
Canada would like to bring this up in training and noted that sensitive 
personal matters should not be discussed in a public format.  Konrad noted 
that if a Commissioner is not going to be attending the meeting they will need 
to contact staff so that staff can keep track of it.  Borchardt thanked Mr. Sinn 
for his service to the City. 
 

j. Blomquist – East Central Housing Dialogue Highlights 
Blomquist indicated that she made a presentation at the EDA meeting and the 
Planning Commission meeting on this information.  She then gave a brief 
update for Council.   
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Konrad noted that Furman and Borchardt have asked for a special meeting to 
reconsider the Ordinance regarding Commissions.  The matter was discussed 
and the requesters of the meeting agreed to remove the “rescind” portion of 
the request.  The meeting will be Friday, January 15, 2016.  There will be a 
quorum present to discuss the matter.  The meeting was set for 4:00 p.m.   

 
RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION: 
Recess to closed session to discuss union contract negotiations.  Meeting will be closed 
in accordance with Minnesota Statutes 13D.03 to discuss labor negotiations. 
 
Motion by Furman, seconded by Canada, recess to closed session to discuss labor 
negotiations.  All voted AYE.  Motion carried. 
 
The meeting was reconvened at 9:27 p.m. 
 
RECONVENE – PERSONNEL: 

a. LELS 2016 – 2018 Contract 
Motion by Furman, seconded by Canada, to approve the labor agreement 
between the City of North Branch and Law Enforcement Labor Services for 
2016-2018.  All voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 

b. Teamsters Supervisors 2016-2018 Contract 
Motion by Furman, seconded by Hagen-Kennedy, to approve the labor 
agreement between the City of North Branch and Teamsters Supervisor’s 
Unit for 2016-2018.  All voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 

c. Local 49 2016 Contract 
Motion by Furman, seconded by Hagen-Kennedy, to approve the labor 
agreement between the City of North Branch and IUOE Local 49 for 2018.  All 
voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 
ADJOURNED: at 9:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Bridgitte Konrad, City Administrator 
jrl/TOSS 
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